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The effect of violent video games on children and teens has been debated by researchers and the media for over 3 decades.  97% of 12-17 year olds in the US played video games in 2008, thus fueling an $11.7 billion video game industry. In 2008, half of the best-selling video games in the US contained violence.

Violent video games have been blamed for school shootings, increases in bullying, violence towards women, and other violent criminal behavior. Critics of violent video games argue that these games desensitize players to violence, reward players for simulating violence, and teach children that violence is an acceptable way to resolve conflicts.  

Video game advocates contend that a majority of the research on the topic is deeply flawed and that no relationship has been found between video games and social violence. They argue that violent video games may reduce violence by providing a safe outlet for aggressive and angry feelings. 

Concerns over the link between violent video games and youth violence have prompted politicians and several states to attempt to regulate the sales of violent video games to minors. While the courts have prevented these regulation attempts by citing free speech concerns, the debate continues as technology improves, games become more graphic and realistic, and video games remain popular.
(Adapted from http://videogames.procon.org/)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not video games cause violence.
Step 1:  Log on to http://videogames.procon.org/
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Historical Timeline sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Charts and Graphs on Video Games and Youth Violence section of the website.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total
	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


