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Vaccination began in 1796 when Dr. Edward Jenner developed a vaccine for smallpox disease. In 1809, Massachusetts became the first state to institute mandatory vaccinations for smallpox and other states then followed suit.  In 1879, the Anti-Vaccination Society of America was founded on the belief that no one should be forced to receive a vaccine.  After 1905, most states had mandatory child vaccination laws as a requirement of public school attendance.

In 1955 Dr. Jonas Salk developed a vaccine for polio, a disease that had crippled, paralyzed, and sometimes killed thousands of children in the US. The US implemented a national program that virtually eliminated polio in a decade.
In 1999, in response to growing concern over a link between vaccination and autism, the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended that thimerosal be removed from vaccines.  As of Feb. 1, 2009, over 5,500 cases alleging a causal relationship between vaccinations and autism have been filed.  Between 1988 and 2009, the U.S. awarded compensation to 1,322 families.

About 30,000 cases of reactions to vaccines have been reported annually to the government since 1990, with 13% classified as serious – permanent disability, hospitalization, illness, or death. Infants are at greatest risk from vaccination including high fevers, seizures, and sudden death.  As of 2010, more than 10 million vaccines are given to children under the age of one each year.
(Adapted from http://vaccines.procon.org/#background)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not people should receive vaccines.
Step 1:  Log on to http://vaccines.procon.org/viewtopic.asp
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Background sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Images and Videos section of the website.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


