Current Issues – Under God in the Pledge of Allegiance
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The Pledge of Allegiance was first written in 1892 by Francis Bellamy, a Baptist Minister and Socialist, for the patriotic family magazine The Youth's Companion.  At that time it read "I Pledge Allegiance to my Flag and the Republic for which it stands; one nation indivisible, with liberty and justice for all."  The Pledge officially became part of the US Flag Code in 1942. In 1954 the words "under God" were added to the Pledge by Congress with approval from President Dwight Eisenhower.  A 2001 lawsuit contested the inclusion of the phrase "under God" in the Pledge of Allegiance, citing a violation of church-state separation principles. 
People who support keeping the phrase “Under God” in the Pledge of Allegiance note, among other things, that religion is part of American culture and that Americans are guaranteed freedom of religion, not freedom from religion.  Opponents of the phrase “Under God” argue that the phrase was added to the pledge, making it a religious statement. The phrase “Under God” pressures people, especially children, into supporting religion.

(Adapted from http://undergod.procon.org/)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not people should be allowed to carry concealed weapons.
Step 1:  Log on to http://undergod.procon.org/
Step 2:  Read the 1 Minute Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Historical Timeline sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Top 10 Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Projects section of the website for many links.
Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total
	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


