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Performance enhancing drugs have been used by athletes in all sports, from baseball and swimming to cycling and track and field. Many performance enhancing drugs are illegal, against the rules of a particular sports' governing body, unknown and unregulated, or legal (such as caffeine and over the counter medication). 

Celebrity athletes like Barry Bonds (baseball), Lance Armstrong (cycling), and Marion Jones (track and field) have been under tremendous scrutiny for their alleged or admitted use of steroids or other performance enhancing drugs. The US government has formed commissions to explore drug use in sports, such as the recent 2007 US Senate Commission led by Sen. George Mitchell which investigated the "widespread" use of steroids in baseball.

 (Adapted from http://sportsanddrugs.procon.org)

What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not athletes should be able to use performance enhancing drugs.
Step 1:  Log on to http://sportsanddrugs.procon.org/
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know section of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Top 10 Pros & Cons and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Read the Historical Timeline section of the web page.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


