Current Issues – Are Mobile Phones Safe?
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On Apr. 3, 1973, the world's first portable cell phone, the DynaTAC (also known as "the brick"), was introduced in the US by Dr. Martin Cooper at Motorola.  The phone was a foot long, weighed two pounds, and cost $4,000. It was not until 1983 that the first commercial cell phone system was launched.  

According to the FCC and other government agencies, the majority of scientific studies indicate that there are no adverse health effects from cell phone use. Some scientific studies have pointed out that claims of cell phone dangers, such as cancer and driving risks, are exaggerated or based on faulty research.  In 2009, the debate surrounding the safety of cell phone use while driving was re-ignited when it was revealed that a report by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration that concluded that using a hands free device does not lessen make cell phone use safer while driving. 

(Adapted from http://cellphones.procon.org)

What’s Next?
Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not mobile phones are safe.
Step 1:  Log on to http://cellphones.procon.org
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Images & Videos section of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Read the Background section of the web page.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


