Current Issues – Euthanasia
Name:







Period:

Euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, is an issue that appears in the news every few years and spark intense debate.  Doctors, lawyers, philosophers, and religious leaders have been debating the "right to die" issue for over 2,000 years.  Proponents of physician-assisted suicide, those who think it should be legal, believe it is a “compassionate choice” for people with serious illness who face the prospect of a drawn out, painful death.  Opponents of physician-assisted suicide, on the other hand, argue, among many things, equate euthanasia with murder.  There is a fear that if euthanasia were legalized, the poor and disabled would not be provided available life-saving medical care.  



(Adapted from http://euthanasia.procon.org/)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide should be legal.
Step 1:  Log on to http://euthanasia.procon.org/ 

Step 2:  Read the 1 Minute Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Historical Timeline sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Top 10 Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Opinion Polls/Surveys section of the website.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


