Current Issues – The Death Penalty as a Punishment?
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The death penalty has been debated by civilizations throughout history.  What crimes, if any, are so bad as to justify killing another person and what system of justice can be created to prevent further killing are challenging questions.

 

While capital punishment has been banned throughout parts of the world, execution remains a legal option in many countries.  The United States, for example, executed 1,057 people from 1977 through 2006 primarily by lethal injection.  Those executions generally were supported by Americans who believe that the most terrible crimes should receive the most terrible punishment.  Although not exclusive to murder, the majority of cases involve the execution of people who have killed others.

(Adapted from http://deathpenalty.procon.org/)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not the United States should use the death penalty as a form of punishment.
Step 1:  Log on to http://deathpenalty.procon.org/
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know section of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Top 10 Pros & Cons and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Pros and Cons by Issue section of the website.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


