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Carrying a concealed handgun in public is permitted in 48 states.  2 states and Washington, DC do not allow concealed carry except by active and retired law enforcement officers, although Wisconsin permits openly carrying firearms in public.  The most common regulation of concealed weapons is called "shall-issue" which requires police to issue concealed carry permits as long as the applicant meets certain minimum requirements.


In 1998, John Lott, PhD, concluded that "shall-issue" laws reduced homicide by 8% and assaults by 7%.  Dozens of researchers have since published studies both supporting and contradicting his results. The National Research Council concluded in 2004 that "it is impossible to draw strong conclusions from the existing literature on the causal impact of these laws.” 

Supporters of concealed carry argue that criminals are less likely to attack someone they believe to be armed. They also cite the Second Amendment's "right of the people to keep and bear arms," and they contend that most adults that legally carry a concealed handgun are law-abiding citizens that do not misuse their firearms. 

Critics of concealed carry argue that increased gun ownership leads to more gun crime and that concealed handguns increase the chances of arguments becoming lethal. Concealed carry opponents also contend that carrying firearms increases the number of unintended gun injuries. 
(Adapted from http://concealedguns.procon.org/#Background)
What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not people should be allowed to carry concealed weapons.
Step 1:  Log on to http://concealedguns.procon.org/ 
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Background sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Pro & Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Need more information?  Click on the Images and Videos section of the website.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


