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43% of Americans say that football is their favorite sport to watch. In 2008, a record 37.5 million people attended college football games.  120 colleges and universities compete in 34 post-season bowl games, and 1of the schools (sometimes 2) is crowned national champion each year.

The NCAA, the governing body for college sports, does not recognize an official college football national champion and therefore has not established any rules in this matter. The best college football team has been determined by media polls, coaches polls, and mathematical rating systems but never a playoff system.

Many fans and sports commentators argue that a playoff system should replace the bowl games as the method of selecting the national champion.  They argue that it is the only fair way to determine the true number one team each year. Opponents argue that the current BCS system is in the best interest of the athletes, fans, and sponsors because the bowl games generate extensive profits for schools and their local economies and keep the season shorter for athletes to focus on their schoolwork. 
(Adapted from httphttp://collegefootball.procon.org/)

What’s Next?

Using the website Pro/Con, you will research whether or not the college bowl championships should be replaced by a playoff system.
Step 1:  Log on to http://collegefootball.procon.org/
Step 2:  Read the Overview of the topic to introduce yourself to the main ideas of the debate.

Step 3:  Look at the Did You Know and Background sections of the website to get more information on the topic.
Step 4.  Summarize the arguments.  Read the Pro and Con Arguments and write down at least 4 of the strongest arguments for each side.
Step 5:  Still Interested?  Look at the Images and Videos section of the web page.

Step 6:  Personal Response.  In at least 4 sentences, with what side of the argument do you agree most?  Back up your response with personal experiences and/or information not found on the website.  This should show a real understanding of the issue – do not just repeat Step 3!
Assessing Your Work – 10 Points Total

	Summary of Arguments (4 Points)
	Clearly explain in your own words at least 3 arguments on each side of the debate.

	Evaluation (3 Points)
	Take a side in the debate using at least 4 sentences.  You should show a real understanding of the issue and not simply repeat the arguments in the summary.  You need to indicate any weaknesses in the other side of the debate.

	Format (3 Points)
	Your summary and evaluation is written in full sentences in paragraph format using proper English. 


